












A BED OF ROSES
OAK WALL-POSTS

In 2014, four salvaged oak posts were discovered, with 
finely-cut details like the bed’s posts in form, construction and decoration. 
Their early date is confirmed by a flame scorch, an ‘apotropaic’ charm 
apparently to avert fire, found from the fifteenth to the seventeenth 
centries. A royal pedigree is represented by an ‘h’, half an ‘R’ and a 
fleur-de-lys similar to that found on the bed, in letterforms consistent with fleur-de-lys similar to that found on the bed, in letterforms consistent with 
the 1480s-90s. The posts revealed the same textured coal-based primer 
and early pigments as the bed: red and yellow, in this case. 

These posts were not furniture but exceptional wall-posts once 
accompanied by panels to line an irregular, small space such as an oratory 
or chapel. 

Importantly, the cutting and fitting of wall panelling must be done through Importantly, the cutting and fitting of wall panelling must be done through 
close measurement and on-site adjustment, which tells us this royal 
workshop was likely near the royal seat in Westminster.
  




















